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Mr. President:

We wish to register our strong protest at the arrest of some 50 people on May 1 in Saqez,
seven of whom are still in detention. The only offence of those arrested and detained is their
attempt to celebrate, in common with workers around the world, the first of May, the
International Labour Day. We also understand that Mr. Mahmoud Salehi was badly beaten
following his arrest, and that government security forces beat his wife and son at their
home.

As we understand it Mr. Mahmoud Salehi is still in police detention and very sick. The
information we have got, also tells us that during the last weeks he has been threaten to
death three times by some of the prison guards.

He also suffers from kidney problems that require medical attention. These problems can
best be taken care of if he gets medical treatment at a hospital.

We call upon you to secure the immediate and unconditional release of these seven worker
rights advocates who are guilty only of attempting to exercise internationally recognized
fundamental human rights. Public opinion abroad will hold your government responsible
for the physical and psychological well-being of these Iranian Citizens.

Sincerely,

Hans-Olof Nilsson

President of IUF and Swedish Food Workers' Union




