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Canadian Labour Congress

December 18, 2008 By e-mail

Mr. Khosroshahi

Former Secretary of Council of Tehran Refinery Workers and
Representative of the All-Iran Council of Oil Workers/and
the IASWI contact person in the UK

Dear Mr. Khosroshahi:

We have received your personal opinion, expressed in correspondence addressed to

the four Canadian Labour Congress Officers. First, rest assured that the Canadian Labour
Congress (CLC) has and will continue to remain committed to the defence of workers’ rights
in Canada, in Iran, and everywhere else where they are under threat. The CLC has a long-
standing tradition of relying on its direct links with affected workers, for its solidarity work.
Why would our “unconditional expression of labour solidarity” (as you call it) be through
you or IASWI, when your incendiary accusations show your complete disrespect for the
CLC and the workers it represents? Clearly, you do not know what you speak of and have
been misled as to our work.

To mention only a few such wildly untrue statements on your part:

« The suggestion that somehow our International Department would support the Workers’
House or the Islamic Labour Councils, for example, is completely preposterous. You
need only read our statement of June 2007 to the ILO Committee on Application of
Standards on the case of Iran. But, then we did not need to pretend to make an
intervention to the ILO Conference after the session had adjourned!

* The suggestion that Brother Kouhestaninejad “tried to link some Iranian labour activists
(not even members or colleagues of the IASWI) to the American Solidarity Center ”
highlights your complete ignorance of the facts. Indeed, it was members of the IASWI, at
the time, who were eager to seek funding from the American Solidarity Center.

Regarding the IASWI, may I remind you that indeed we did request the Alliance to remove
the CLC as a supporting organization a long time ago, exactly because we and any other
national centers around the world, do not believe that you are the legitimate voice of
Iranian workers, or of their legitimate struggles in Iran.

Please refrain from further correspondence with us.

Kenneth V. Georgetti
President

ce: Syndicate of the Workers of Tehran and Suburban Bus Company
Center for Defence of Workers' Rights in Iran
Syndicate of Sugar Cane workers of Haft Tapeh
Free Workers Union of Iran
CLC Officers
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