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RELEASE IRANIAN WORKERS IMPRISONED SINCE MAY 1,2009
Statement of Filipino Refugees in the Netherlands
8 June 2009
The Filipino Refugees in the Netherlands, (FREN) a human rights organization fighting for the rights of
Filipino refugees in the Netherlands, denounces the unjust attacks and arrest of more than 170 labor
leaders last May 1,2009, in the Islamic Republic of Iran. While the majority of those arrested have
already been released, 50 labor leaders are still in prison. We demand the release of the labor leaders still
in prison.
After 30 years of repression, this is the first time that several workers organizations gathered together to
celebrate International Workers' Day. Their demands were just : the right to form independent workers'
organizations, payment of wages, especially for those who had not been paid for two years, and higher
wages
The gathering of workers on May 1* is not illegal according to Iranian law. And yet, these workers were
were violently dispersed and many were injured, including women and children.
Filipino Refugees in the Netherlands (FREN) is concerned with the growing number of human rights
violations in Iran. We join other organizations who are calling for the release of the Iranian workers, and

all Iranian political prisoners, and for justice to all victims of human rights violations in Iran.
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